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NFPA  Fire Apparatus Driver/Operator  
Task Force Information 

 

On March 21, 2017 The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 1002 Standard for Fire Appa-

ratus Driver/Operator Professional Qualifications Task Force convened at the Department of Public 

Safety Standards and Training (DPSST) at the direction of the Fire Policy Committee (FPC) to dis-

cuss and review the 2017 standard.  The Task Force was well represented from all areas of the Ore-

gon fire service and the members had adequate time to prepare for the evaluation of the current 

standard.  

  

The Task Force reviewed current standards for certification and determined it would be in the best 

interest of the Oregon fire service to adopt into Oregon Administrative Rule (OAR) the 2017 Edition 

of NFPA 1002.  The Task Force determined there wouldnôt be any negative impacts to the Oregon 

fire service with the adoption of the updated standard. The Task Force requested staff to create a 

guide to discuss and share information pertaining to the updated standard. 

 

Note: References to NFPA 1500, Standard on Fire Department Occupational Safety and Health 
Program, within the NFPA 1002 standard are your Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ) as to 
whether your agency will use the guidelines set forth in this standard. 
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Explanation of NFPA Driver and Pumper 2017 Updates 

 

NFPA Fire Apparatus Driver/Operator (Driver) requirements are essentially unchanged as compared 

to the 2014 Edition with the exception of adding the communications section from NFPA Fire Fighter I into 

the Driver section (4.4 Fire Department Communications) as a training requirement. The Task Force did not 

foresee any training issues this would present the Oregon fire service. Curriculum that includes the communi-

cation section can be attained through nationally recognized curriculum. 

 

NFPA Apparatus Equipped with Fire Pump (Pumper) previously required fire service professionals to 

be certified as NFPA Fire Fighter I for the purposes of certification. The 2017 Edition of NFPA no longer 

requires this prerequisite. Instead, NFPA has inserted NFPA Fire Fighter I job performance requirements 

(JPRs) into the NFPA Pumper standard, but an applicant does not have to be certified as an NFPA Fire Fight-

er I in itôs entirety in order to be certified as and NFPA pumper.  

 

The remaining prerequisite requirements for certifications within NFPA 1002 remain unchanged. Additional 

changes are semantical. 
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Revised Oregon Administrative Rule (OAR) 
 

NOTE TO READER: Excerpts are specific to OAR for NFPA Driver, therefore the numbering 
system will appear out of sync.  These revised changes were reviewed by the Task Force, the Fire 
Policy Committee (FPC) and approved by the Board on Public Safety Standards and Training 
(Board).  The proposed changes went through the public comment period from January 1st through 
21st and approved as permanent on  February 1, 2017.  
 
 
 
259-009-0005  Fire Service Personnel Certification  
 
(27)ñNFPA Aircraft Rescue and Fire-Fighting Apparatusò means a Fire Service Professional who 
has met the requirements of Fire Fighter II as specified in NFPA 1001, Fire Apparatus Driver/
Operator as specified in NFPA 1002 Chapter 4, NFPA Airport Fire Fighter as specified in NFPA 
1003 and the job performance requirements defined in NFPA 1002 Sections 9.1 and 9.2.  
 
(29) ñNFPA Apparatus Equipped with a Tillerò means a Fire Service Professional who has met the re-
quirements of Fire Fighter I as specified in NFPA 1001, Fire Apparatus Driver/Operator as specified in 
NFPA 1002 Chapter 4, Apparatus Equipped with an Aerial Device as specified in NFPA 1002 Chapter 6 
and the job performance requirements defined in NFPA 1002 Sections 7.2. 

(30) ñNFPA Apparatus Equipped with an Aerial Deviceò means a Fire Service Professional who has met 
the requirements of Fire Fighter I as specified in NFPA 1001, Fire Apparatus Driver/Operator as speci-
fied in NFPA 1002 Chapter 4 and the job performance requirements defined in NFPA 1002 Sections 6.1 
and 6.2. 

(31)ñNFPA Apparatus Equipped with Fire Pumpò means a 

person who has met the requirements of Fire Apparatus 

Driver/Operator as specified in NFPA 1002 Chapter 4 and 

the job performance requirements defined in NFPA 1002 

Sections 5.1 and 5.2. 

 

(34)ñNFPA Fire Apparatus Driver/Operatorò means a per-

son who has met the job performance requirements de-

fined in NFPA 1002, Chapter 4 sections 4.2 through 4.4.  

 

(55)ñNFPA Mobile Water Supply Apparatusò means a 

Fire Service Professional who has met the requirements of 

Fire Apparatus Driver/Operator as specified in NFPA 1002 

Chapter 4 and the job performance requirements defined in 

NFPA 1002 Sections 10.1 and 10.2.  

 

(66) ñNFPA Wildland Fire Apparatusò means a Fire Ser-

vice Professional who has met the requirements of Fire 

Apparatus Driver/Operator as specified in NFPA 1002 

Chapter 4 and the job performance requirements defined in 

NFPA 1002 Sections 8.1 and 8.2.  
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Revised Oregon Administrative Rule (OAR) Continued 
 

259-009-0062 

 

(b) The provisions of the NFPA Standard 1002, 2017 Edition, entitled ñStandard for Fire Apparatus Driv-
er/Operator Professional Qualifications," are adopted subject to the following definitions and modifica-
tions: 

(A) 4.1 General. The requirements and job performance requirements defined in Sections 4.2 through 4.4 
must be met prior to certification as a Fire Service Agency Driver/Operator. 

(B) 5.1 General. The job performance requirements defined in Sections 5.1 and 5.2 must be met prior to 
certification as a Fire Service Agency Driver/Operator-Pumper. 

(C) 6.1 General. The requirements of NFPA 1001 Fire Fighter I and NFPA 1002 Fire Apparatus Driver/
Operator, as specified by the Department and the job performance requirements defined in Sections 6.1 
and 6.2, must be met prior to certification as a Fire Service Agency Driver/Operator-Aerial. 

(D) 7.1 General. The requirements of NFPA 1001 Fire Fighter I and NFPA 1002 Fire Apparatus Driver/
Operator, as specified by the Department and the job performance requirements defined in Sections 7.1 
and 7.2 must be met prior to certification as a Fire Service Agency Driver/Operator-Tiller. 

(E) 8.1 General. The requirements of NFPA 1002 Fire Apparatus Driver/Operator, as specified by the De-
partment and the job performance requirements defined in Sections 8.1 and 8.2, must be met prior to certi-
fication as a Fire Service Agency Driver/Operator-Wildland Fire Apparatus. 

(F) 9.1 General. The requirements of NFPA 1001 Fire Fighter II, NFPA 1003 Airport Fire Fighter and 
NFPA 1002 Fire Apparatus Driver/Operator, as specified by the Department and the job performance re-
quirements defined in Sections 9.1 and 9.2, must be met prior to certification as a Fire Service Agency 
Driver/Operator-Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting Apparatus (ARFF). 

(G) 10.1 General. The requirements of NFPA 1002 Fire Apparatus Driver/Operator, as specified by the 
Department and the job performance requirements defined in Sections 10.1 and 10.2, must be met prior to 
certification as a Fire Service Agency Driver/Operator-Mobile Water Supply Apparatus. 

(H) Delete "the requirements of NFPA 1500, Standard on Fire Department Occupational Safety and 
Health Program". 

(I) All applicants for certification must complete a task performance evaluation or a Department-

approved task book for: NFPA Fire Apparatus Driver/Operator, NFPA Apparatus Equipped with Fire 

Pump, NFPA Apparatus Equipped with an Aerial Device, NFPA Apparatus Equipped with a Tiller, 

NFPA Wildland Fire Apparatus, NFPA Aircraft Rescue and Firefighting Apparatus or NFPA Mobile 

Water Supply Apparatus. The task books must be approved by the Agency Head or Training Officer be-

fore an applicant can qualify for certification. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Q:  Will there be a ñHistorical Recognitionò period? 
 
A:  No. This is not a new standard for the Oregon fire service therefore the certifications currently 
 being issued from the DPSST Fire Certification Program remain unchanged.  
 
  
Q: How will this appear on my 
 Maintenance Re-Certification 
 Forms/SnapShot? 
 
A:  Maintenance Re-Certification 
 Forms/SnapShot records will 
 continue to show certifications 
 awarded at the time.  
  
 
Q:  Why does the NFPA Apparatus 
Driver/Operator section of the 
application ask if the applicant 
has a valid driverôs license? 

 
A: NFPA 1002 does state that a 
Driver must have a valid driverôs 
license. That requirement is 
reflected on the application in the 
form of a yes or no check box 
question when applying for NPFA 
Fire Apparatus Driver/Operator. 
The remainder of the Driver 
certifications do not have this 
question because NFPA Fire 
Apparatus Driver/Operator is a 
prerequisite to all other Driver 
certifications.   

 
Q:  Will there be any changes to the 
 task book? 
 
A: Any changes to the Task Books 
are a reflection of JPRs from the 
NFPA standard. The remainder of 
the Task Book remains the same 
as the previous Task Book. For 
further information on Task Books, DPSST staff in conjunction with the NFPA Driver Task Force 
has created a Task Book section of this guide. 

  
 
 
 
 
 


